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Writing  Part 2 Story

1	 Read the following Writing Part 2 instructions and answer the questions.
1	 Who is the main character of the story?
2	 Where does the story start?

	 Your English teacher has asked you to write a story. Your story must begin with 
this sentence. 

	 Write your story in about 100 words.

2	 Read a model answer to the Part 1 task in Exercise 1, ignoring the gaps. Does the rest 
of the story clearly connect with the first sentence?

(1)    Paula walked in, everybody at the party looked surprised. 
Nobody thought she was coming – even though the party was for her.

It was Paula’s birthday, so some friends decided to throw a surprise party. 
All her friends came. There were presents and decorations, but no Paula. 
They had forgotten to invite her! As (2)    as they realised their 
mistake, they texted her. ‘Sorry, very busy,’ Paula responded. Everybody 
was disappointed. ‘What do we do now?’, they wondered. Then, all of a 
(3)   , Paula walked through the door.

In the (4)   , instead of being surprised, Paula had surprised 
her�friends!

3	 Complete the time expressions (1–4) in the story with the words in the box.

end ​ when ​ soon ​ sudden

When Paula walked in, everybody at the party looked surprised.
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	 Write your story in about 100 words.

Part of the story Action/Reason Good vocabulary to include
1 Beginning 
painting course

Reason for feeling nervous
It’s your first time taking an art 
course.

paintbrush, picture, landscape, 
detail, studio, beautiful, original, 
etc.

2 Middle What is the problem?

3 End What happened? 

6	 Now do the Part 2 writing task from Exercise 5. Use your ideas from the table.

How to go about it

•	 Read the task instructions. Identify the main character and the setting in the first 
sentence of the story.

•	 Ask yourself: Who is this person? Why are they in this place?

•	 Plan the beginning, middle and end of your story.

•	 Start your story with the sentence in the task instructions. Connect the rest of the 
story to this first sentence. So, if the story starts with Monica climbed out of the car 
and ran as fast as she could to the forest, your story should involve a forest and a 
woman named Monica.

•	 Tell your story using the names or pronouns in the first  
sentence, e.g. using I, they, or he/she.

For more information on writing stories, see page 194.

It was my first day on the course and I felt a bit nervous.

4	 Match each part of a story (1–3) to its purpose (a–c).
1	 beginning	 a	 The action finishes, or the problem or conflict is resolved.
2	 middle 	 b	 The characters and setting are introduced. 
3	 end	 c	� An important action takes place, or there is a problem or 

conflict the characters must deal with.

5	 SPEAK Work in pairs. Read the Part 2 task below and think about what kind of story 
you could write. Put your ideas in the table below.

	 Your English teacher has asked you to write a story. Your story must begin with 
this sentence.
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Taking it easy22 Vocabulary  Leisure activities

1	 SPEAK Work in pairs. Talk about what you like doing in your free time.

2	 Write each verb on the left (A) next to the correct leisure activity on the right (B). 
The first one has been done for you.
A	 B
go	 1	    at a restaurant
take	 2	 go  hiking
eat out	 3	    photographs

do	 4	    films at the cinema
see	 5	    exercise
spend	 6	    time with friends

A	 B
use	 7	    events
attend	 8	    shopping
go	 9	    social media

go	  10	    video games
read	  11	    the news
play	  12	    for a walk

3	 SPEAK Work in pairs. Look at pictures 1–4 below. Which of the leisure activities from 
Exercise 2 are the people doing?

4	 SPEAK Take turns to describe pictures 1–4 below.

5	 Put the expressions in the correct column.

I really enjoy … ​I ’m not really into … ​I ’m a big fan of … ​I  can’t stand …

I don’t like … at all. ​I  like … a lot.   I can’t live without …

Likes Dislikes
I really enjoy …

6	 SPEAK Work in small groups. Discuss the leisure activities in Exercise 2. Use 
expressions from Exercise 5. Give reasons why you like or dislike the activities.
Personally, I’m a big fan of going for a walk in the evening. I find it very relaxing
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Speaking  Part 4 General conversation

SPEAK Read the information in the boxes below. Then discuss the questions that follow 
with a partner.

What to expect in the exam

•	 In Speaking Part 4, you discuss your habits, opinions, likes/dislikes and personal 
experiences. 

•	 The examiner may ask you a question to answer individually. They may also ask you 
a question to discuss together with your partner.

•	 Listen carefully to your partner while they are answering a question. The examiner 
may ask you a follow-up question about what your partner said, e.g. ‘Do you agree?’

•	 Ask your partner questions to find out their opinions.

1	 What do you usually do after work or school? Why?
2	 What did you do last weekend?
3	 Do you have enough free time? Why/Why not?
4	 Do you prefer spending your free time with your family or with your friends? Why?
5	 Is it important to relax in your free time? Why/Why not?

Useful language

Talking about personal experiences
The other day, I started listening to a new podcast.
In my experience, it’s hard to make time for exercise.
When I was younger, I used to spend most of my time indoors watching TV.
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Reading  Part 6 Open cloze

For questions 1–6, read the text below and think of the word which best fits each gap. 
Use only one word in each gap.

What to expect in the exam

•	 In Reading Part 6, you read a short text with six missing words. You have to fill each 
gap with one word – never two. The answer is never a contraction (it’s, you’re).

•	 This task mainly tests grammatical structures, so the missing words are often 
‘grammar words’, such as pronouns (your, it), prepositions (in, of) and verb auxiliaries 
(have/has/had, was/were).

•	 The open cloze also tests vocabulary by gapping words in phrasal verbs (look forward 
to, base on) and fixed expressions (in spite of, after all).

Language focus  Past simple and past continuous

Complete the sentences using the past simple or past continuous form of the verb 
in brackets.
1	 When my train arrived at the station, my parents    (wait) 

for me on the platform.
2	 No, Levi    (not meet) Sara while he was visiting Madrid. 

They first met in Utrecht.
3	 So, what    you    (do) at 

10.05 am on the day of the crime?
4	 Sorry, I    (not hear) the phone because I was outside 

watering the garden. 
5	 The sun    (rise) over the sea just as we arrived at the 

coast. 
6	 Can you believe it? They refused to let us into the restaurant because my husband 

   (not wear) a suit jacket. 

My friend Rory belongs to a stargazing club – a group of people that get 
together to look at the night sky – and last Saturday he invited me to go 
with him. The club meets (1)   month in the Galloway Forest 
Park. This part of Scotland is famous (2)   being a ‘dark sky 
park’. There’s no light pollution there, so it’s perfect for stargazing.

Rory told me to arrive between 7.30 (3)   8.00 pm, because 
it was important to set (4)   the telescopes before it got 
dark. That night, we looked at Venus, Mars, Saturn and Jupiter. But my 
favourite was the Moon. I could see its mountains and valleys!

I (5)   to love looking at the night 
sky when I was child, but (6)   
wasn’t until my trip to Galloway Forest Park with 
Rory that I got to see the Moon and the planets 
up close with a professional telescope.

STARGAZING
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Taking it easy 22Vocabulary  Leisure | -ed and -ing adjectives 

Choose the correct alternatives to complete the sentences.
1	 I saw / looked this horror film at the cinema when it first came out and, let me tell you, 

it was really frightened / frightening. It gave me bad dreams.
2	 To keep active and do / make more exercise, we started taking step aerobics classes, 

but the instructor kept shouting at us to work harder. We quickly got frustrated / 
frustrating and quit. 

3	 After a particularly stressful week at work, Linh finds it relaxed / relaxing to drive out to 
the countryside and go / give for a long walk.

4	 I began making / taking photographs a long time ago, but I had my first exhibition only 
recently. It felt really satisfied / satisfying to see my photos up there on the gallery walls.

5	 They had plans to attend / assist a talk by their favourite author, but it was cancelled at 
the last minute. Lucy was very disappointed / disappointing; she had very much wanted 
to go.

Writing  Part 1 Email

Read this email from your English-speaking friend Kim and the notes you have made.

For more information on writing emails, see pages 192–193.

From: Kim

Subject: Fancy dress party!

Hi

I’m thinking of having a fancy dress party at my house with some of my good friends – 
including you, of course!

We could have the party on Friday or Saturday night. Which one would be better?

I don’t want to cook, so I’m planning to order some takeaway food. What kind of food do 
you think people would like?

Let me know if you have any questions.

Talk to you soon,

Kim

Good idea!

Explain which day and why.

Suggest …

Ask about transport 
to Kim’s house.

Write your email to Kim using all the notes. Write your answer in about 100 words.
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Taking it easy22 Pronunciation  -ed endings

1	  2.2 For 1–3 below, listen and repeat the past forms of the regular verbs. Underline 
the word that ends in a different sound from the others in the group.
1	 started	 decided	 performed	 repeated
2	 answered	 received	 ordered	 searched
3	 checked	 divided	 fixed	 walked

2	 There are three possible pronunciations for -ed: /t/, /d/ and /ɪd/. Put the words from 
Exercise 1 in the correct column.

/t/ /d/ /ɪd/

searched performed divided

3	 What does the -ed ending sound like when it’s added to verbs whose base form ends 
in the letters ‘t’ or ‘d’, for example, visit or need?

4	 SPEAK Work in pairs. Read the rules and play the game. 

handle knock test

end stop interrupt

announce inform encourage

5	 SPEAK In your notebook, create your own noughts and crosses board using the words 
below. With a partner, play the game again. 

answer ​ argue ​ follow ​ introduce ​ knock ​ push ​ regret ​ skate ​ wait

NOUGHTS AND CROSSES
1	 Player A, you are X. Player B you are O.

2	 Take turns to say the correct pronunciation of the past tense form of a verb. If you 
say it correctly, put an X or O in the square.

3	 The first player to win three squares in a row (up, across or diagonally) is the winner.
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