








Writing  Part 2 Review

1	 SPEAK Work in pairs. Discuss the following questions about the film or TV series in 
photographs a–h.
1	 What do you think each of these series or films (a–h) might be about? Have you 

watched any of them?
2	 Which series or films would you be most likely to watch? And least likely? Why?

2	 Read the following Part 2 task and the model answer on the series Stranger Things. 
Is the review generally positive, negative or balanced?

	 You see the following announcement in an online magazine called Moviesite.

	 Write your review.

History makes a comeback
The theme for next month’s reviews is television series that are set in the past.

Send us a review of a television series you have watched that is set in the past.  
What did you learn from watching it? How do you think the series could have been 
better? Would you recommend it to others?

c
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Stranger Things takes us back to the early 1980s. The narrative begins in 1983, in 
a quiet Indiana community called Hawkins. A 12-year-old boy is cycling back to 
his house at night, through the woods, and close to a secret government research 
centre. When he never makes it home, his friends and family set out to find him. 
Coinciding with his disappearance is the arrival of a young girl with unearthly 
powers, and a monster constantly lurking in the shadows.

The series is packed with references to the popular culture of the period. In 
between scenes of horror, we see what fashions and hairstyles were current, and 
what music and movies kids were into. We are offered an insight into the gender 
norms of the era: mothers made dinners, fathers went out to work. The fact that 
everyone has to rely on faulty landlines in an emergency also makes you appreciate 
your smartphone that much more!

It is hard to say what the directors could have done to make Stranger Things  a 
better viewing experience. The show is genuinely creepy, and the acting of the 
young cast is absolutely superb. The concept of the small-town cop trying to get to 
the bottom of a mystery with no support from his department is hardly original, but 
makes sense given he is facing a supernatural enemy.

The series manages to brilliantly combine the elements of horror, complex 
emotions, and nostalgia. If you want to be thoroughly entertained and terrified at 
the same time, I would say this is the series for you.
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3	 What is the purpose of each paragraph? Are all the points in the task covered?

4	 Most of the review is written in the present simple. Why is this?

5	 Find an example of the present continuous, past simple, and a past modal form. 
Why are these forms used?

6	 Find three adverb–adjective pairs and three adverb–verb pairs in the review. What 
effect do the adverbs have?

7	 Decide whether the adjectives below are positive or negative. Write + (positive) or 
– (negative) next to each adjective.

action-packed ​ clichéd ​ compelling ​ credible ​ entertaining ​ gripping 
implausible ​ impressive ​ moving ​ overhyped ​ predictable ​ sentimental 

stunning ​ tedious

8	 Complete the sentences with the correct form of a verb from the box.

advise ​ appreciate ​ discover ​ face ​ find ​ follow ​ gain ​ give ​ 
hire ​ open ​ overlook ​ rely ​ set ​ take ​ tell ​ watch

1	 The story    with hero Vikesh fighting his arch-rival, Ajay. What 
   is a series of flashbacks that reveal the reason for their mutual hatred.

2	 It was interesting to    more about Aisha’s motives. As the story unfolds, 
you begin to    why she regarded everyone as a threat.

3	 Unfortunately, the film    too heavily on special effects rather than 
character development, so I would probably    viewers to give it a miss.

4	    through the eyes of a young soldier named Jamie, the story is 
   during the civil war.

5	 Tom’s attempt at an Australian accent was laughable. It would have been far better to 
   a genuine Australian actor to    on the lead role.

6	 The show is definitely worth    for the acting alone. Like most viewers, 
you will probably    yourself binge watching the whole series.

7	 It is possible to    a deeper understanding of what it was like to 
   prejudice in those times.

8	 It is hard to    the holes in the plot; if the writers had    more 
thought to story development, perhaps viewers would have been more convinced.

9	 Which sentences in Exercise 8 could be used to
a	 give an overview of plot or theme?
b	 say what you have learned?
c	 suggest what could have been better?
d	 show whether or not you would recommend the series?

 10	 Now write your own answer to the task in Exercise 2 in 220–260 words.

How to go about it

Plan your review:
•	 Choose and make notes about something you are very familiar with. In this case, it 

is a TV series, but for other reviews it may be a book, film, product or service.
•	 Check that your notes address all the questions in the task.
•	 For reviews of TV series, films and books, plan when you might use the present 

simple and continuous, and when it would be better to use past forms.
•	 Think about the tone of your review. Readers tend to pay more attention to reviews 

that are balanced, or at least not too extreme.
Write your review:
•	 Set your review out in four paragraphs.
•	 Use an appropriate number of adverb–adjective and adverb–verb pairs.
•	 Ensure you make your opinion clear. There is always an element of evaluation 

in a review – your readers need to know whether a TV series/film/book is worth 
seeing, or whether a product/service is worth using.
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2 REVIEW

0	 A  make	 B  have	 C  get	 D  take
1	 A  regular	 B  ordinary	 C  familiar	 D  common
2	 A  backwards	 B  reverse	 C  contrary	 D  opposite
3	 A  according	 B  owing	 C  belonging	 D  referring
4	 A  set down	 B  backed up	 C  put forward	 D  worked out
5	 A  observed	 B  seen	 C  approached	 D  met
6	 A  matter	 B  point	 C  concern	 D  problem
7	 A  drawn	 B  called	 C  raised	 D  brought
8	 A  preference	 B  agreement	 C  favour	 D  approval

Reading and Use of English  Part 1 Multiple-choice cloze

What to expect in the exam

•	 Part 1 is a short text which has eight gaps (plus an example). Each gap represents 
a missing word or short phrase. Following the text are eight sets of four words or 
phrases.

•	 You choose the word or phrase from each set which fills the gap correctly.
•	 Some questions test meaning at a phrasal level, and others test meaning at sentence 

or paragraph level.

How to go about it

	 Read the title and 
the text to get an 
idea what the text  
is about.

	 Consider all the 
options (A–D) 
before deciding on 
an answer. Look for 
key words before 
or after each gap to 
decide whether it  
is testing:
-	 collocation 

(common noun 
and verb pairs)

-	 fixed expressions
-	 complementation 

(when words 
are followed 
by a specific 
preposition or 
the gerund/
infinitive).

1	 Read the text below quickly, ignoring the gaps. What are the main points the writer 
makes about Daylight Saving Time?

2	 For questions 1–8, read the text and decide which answer (A, B, C or D) best fits each 
gap. There is an example at the beginning (0).

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
The main purpose of Daylight Saving Time (DST) is to (0) A  better use of daylight 
during summer. In many Northern Hemisphere countries, it is (1)    practice to 
set clocks ahead one hour in late March, and back one hour in late September.  
These ‘time shifts’ happen in (2)    in Southern Hemisphere countries like 
Australia and New Zealand.
The general idea of ‘daylight saving’ was, (3)    to legend, conceived by 
US statesman Benjamin Franklin in 1784. However, it wasn’t until 1907 that 
Englishman William Willet (4)    the suggestion that adjusting clocks in summer 
should be compulsory. Unfortunately, his proposal was largely (5)    with 
ridicule, and the British government rejected his campaign. It is still a (6)    of 
debate as to whether Germany or Canada adopted DST first, but Britain eventually 
followed in 1916.
Recently, the benefits of DST have been (7)    into question. Some scientists 
claim it leads to sleep deprivation and ill-health, and suggest we abandon it. 
However, it seems that many people are still in (8)    of retaining DST.
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Language focus  Talking about the past

Write one of the auxiliary verbs from the box in the first gap and an appropriate verb in 
the correct form in the second gap. Use each auxiliary verb once only.

did ​ has ​ had ​ have ​ have been ​ having ​ was ​ were ​ would

0	 The phone rang just as we were  leaving  the house.
1	 It was the first time I       abroad.
2	       his ambition, he promised to spend more time with his 

family in the future.
3	 Since I’ve known him, he       that suit only twice.
4	 He was to       in the final, but he was injured in a league match.
5	 It has been two years since I   last    out to dinner by my 

partner.
6	 When we were little, my dad    often    us a story at bedtime.
7	 I’d like to       a second chance, but it wasn’t possible.
8	 I wasn’t allowed to see the film, but they       me read the book.

Vocabulary  Changes

1	 Decide whether the meaning of the two verbs is more or less the same or if it is 
different. Explain any differences in meaning.
0	 transfer money / convert money

Different. When you transfer money, you move it from one account to another. When 
you convert money, you change it from one currency to another.

1	 adjust to university life / adapt to university life
2	 adjust a piece of clothing / alter a piece of clothing
3	 convert the whole top floor into a studio flat / transform our old garage into a 

lovely studio flat
4	 change your ways / modify your behaviour
5	 change your ways / change your tune
6	 vary the menu / adapt the menu
7	 change sides / switch sides
8	 switch to the euro / convert into euros

2	 Match each of the verbs in the box with the group of words (1–5) which collocate 
with it.

adjust ​ convert ​ modify ​ switch ​ vary

1	   	 the menu / your routine / in size
2	   	 to Islam / dollars into euros / the loft into a bedroom
3	   	 your belt / the straps on a bag / the seat on a bike
4	   	 TV channels / university courses / from dictatorship to democracy
5	   	 your language / your views / a piece of equipment

Writing  Part 2 Proposal

A TV company is planning to produce a series called The People Who Made a Difference. 
They are asking viewers to send in proposals suggesting a historical figure from their 
country to feature in the series. In your proposal, you should briefly describe the 
historical figure you are suggesting, explain how they made a difference, and say why 
you think other viewers might find them interesting.

Write your proposal.

For more information on writing proposals, see page 196.
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Pronunciation  Consonant sounds: /ʧ/, /ʤ/, /ʃ/ and /ʒ/

1	 Match the generations (1–4) to the dates (a–d) they were born. Use the infographic  
on the left to help you.
1	 Gen X	 a	 1946–1964

2	 iGen/Gen Z	 b	 1965–1980

3	 Millennials	 c	 1981–1996

4	 Baby boomers	 d	 1997–2012

2	 Read these statements about the different generations and their buying habits, and  
complete each gap with a word from the box. The first one has been done for you.

change ​ decisions ​ detached ​ issues ​ knowledge ​ pleasure ​
range ​ research ​ shopping ​ socialise ​ suggestions ​ usually

1	 Most Baby boomers are detached  from social media. People in this age 
   are    very careful with money.

2	 Generation X consumers are more open to    from online sources and will 
make buying    only after doing some   .

3	 Millennials get most of their    about products from social media. They 
will    with friends in a particular coffee bar because that is the place 
to be seen, not because the coffee there gives them more    than 
elsewhere.

4	 Gen Zs are completely at ease with online   . They are very aware of 
environmental    such as climate    and are influenced by 
good causes in marketing campaigns.

3	  2.3 Listen and check your answers to Exercise 2.

4	 Put the words from Exercise 2 into the correct column according to the sound they 
include. Some words can go in two columns. The first one has been done for you.

/ʧ/ church /ʤ/ judge /ʃ/ share /ʒ/ television
detached

5	 SPEAK Work in pairs. Take it in turns to read aloud the statements in Exercise 2. 
How true do you think the statements are?

6	 Add the following words to the table in Exercise 4.

challenge ​ cheeky ​ generous ​ impartial ​ major ​ occasionally 
patience ​ population ​ pushchair ​ Russian ​ social ​ special

7	 SPEAK Work in pairs. Take it turns to read these tongue twisters aloud.
1	 Which shirt should Churchill wear and should he change his shoes?
2	 Shaun pushed his cheeky children in their special pushchair.
3	 The judge is occasionally generous, and she’s generally impartial and just.
4	 The ageing population is a major social challenge.
5	 Our Russian teacher Sasha shows no patience and she shouts.

8	 SPEAK Create your own tongue twister with some of the sounds in this section. 
You can use words from Exercises 4 and 6, or your own.
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