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Section 1
Most countries have got a national gallery of art and sculpture where works of art 
are displayed. London has got several, which makes it one of the cultural capitals of 
the world.
In 1824, the British government decided that there should be a national collection 
of works of art. The collection spent several years in a private house before it was 
moved to this building in Trafalgar Square. 

Section 2
During the nineteenth century, the number of paintings and sculptures in the 
collection grew very quickly and in 1890 Henry Tate offered to fund a new gallery 
specially for British Art. So Tate Britain was opened two kilometres away by the 
River Thames. It continues to specialize in British art from 1500 to the present day.
The Tate has developed in a number of different places since. Tate Liverpool was 
opened in 1988 in a converted warehouse. It’s the largest gallery of modern art 
outside London and there’s a permanent collection and special exhibitions.
Tate St Ives was opened in 1991 in the south-west of England. The town of St Ives 
has been a favourite place for artists to work for over a century. 

Section 3
The collection in London continued to grow, however, and so as a millennium 
project in 2000 Tate Modern was made from an old electricity power station.
It’s a massive building which lets modern artists experiment with huge works of art 
in special exhibitions. It also contains collections of contemporary art. It’s a very 
popular meeting place with several cafés with spectacular views across the Thames 
to St Paul’s cathedral. 
There are many other great museums and art galleries in London including the 
world’s oldest public museum, the British Museum. In a recent survey 52% of 
tourists said museums and galleries were their number one reason for visiting 
London. It isn’t really surprising, is it?

Questions
So what do you know about Britain’s galleries and museums?

Which of these specializes in British art?

What was this building originally used for?

1 When was the National Gallery first opened?

2 When was Tate Liverpool opened?

3 Which is the world’s oldest public museum?

4 What percentage of tourists said museums and galleries were their main 
reason for coming to London?
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Section 1
A Let’s take a trip to Australia.
B That sounds like fun. But I won’t be able to come. I’m too busy. You can go

if you promise to tell me all about it.
A OK.
B And get me some photos of kangaroos and koalas. I’d love to see them.

Section 2
So here I am in Australia. How about a few facts to start with? Australia is the
largest island in the world. There are over 27,000 kilometres of coastline. It’s the
world’s smallest continent but the sixth largest country. Its population is only 20
million so there’s a lot of space.

This is Perth on the west coast. It’s famous for its black swans. If you come here,
you’ll definitely want to go sailing!

This is Uluru, or Ayers Rock. This amazing rock formation is in the traditional lands
of the original inhabitants of Australia – the Aborigines. Their rock paintings have
been preserved here for centuries.

Section 3
If you want sun, sea and sand, Queensland is the place to be. This is where you can
find the famous Great Barrier Reef. It’s the world’s largest natural feature and is
2,300 kilometres long.

Sydney is Australia’s biggest city with over four million people – nearly a quarter of
the entire population. The Opera House and the Sydney Harbour Bridge are famous
landmarks. If you like surfing, you’ll have to visit the world-famous Bondi Beach.

The smallest state is the Australian Capital Territory around the city of Canberra
which is the capital of Australia.

And finally, this is Melbourne – a lively city in the south east.

I did promise pictures of koalas and kangaroos. Are these OK?

Questions
So what do you know about Australia?

What is the capital city of Australia?

What are the original inhabitants of Australia called?

1 What’s the population of Australia?

2 What percentage of people live in the biggest city?

3 Which two animals did you see?

4 What’s the name of the word’s largest natural feature and how long is it?
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Section 1
The Beatles had a number one hit in 1966 with the song Paperback Writer. Millions 
of people around the world read books and the majority of books bought each 
year are paperbacks. 
More than 100,000 new titles are published each year in Britain. We visited a printers 
to see how these books get printed.
The original version of the book that comes from the author is called a manuscript 
because the authors used to write their books by hand. Nowadays, hardly any 
authors write by hand. Most of them send their books to the publishers by e-mail. 
After editing and design, the book then goes to the printers on a disc.

Section 2
This is where the books are prepared for printing. The files are converted 
electronically into a special page layout for printing. 
Printing plates are made from thin aluminium. They have to be flexible to fit onto 
the printing machine. The plates are then taken to the printing machines.
The plates are covered with ink and pressed onto both sides of the paper. The first 
part of the process is quite slow. 
Once this first stage is complete, the machines operate at very high speeds. This 
machine was printing eighteen thousand copies of a book every hour. Last year, 
this factory produced 45 million paperbacks. 

Section 3
As it comes out of the printing machine the paper is cut into sheets and folded.
On this machine the several sections that make up a book are arranged in the 
correct order, glued together and have their covers stuck on. Then they are cut to 
the correct size.
Finally, the books are packaged and taken to the publisher’s warehouse for 
distribution to bookshops. There, you and I can buy them and enjoy them – all 
thanks to the paperback writer but also to the paperback printer.

Questions
So what do you know about paperbacks?

Why are printing plates flexible?

How are paperback pages put together?

1 How many new titles are published each year in Britain?

2 How do most authors send their books to the publishers?

3 How many paperbacks did the factory print last year?

4 How long does it take to print eighteen thousand books?
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