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SAY IT RIGHT  |  Stress in compound nouns2
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2 	  2.02  Listen again and repeat. 

3 	 Say these compound nouns and underline 
the syllable which is stressed.

1	 dining room

2	 greenhouse

3	 full stop

4	 chat room 

5	 sunrise

6	 ice cream	

7	 bus stop

8	 teapot

9	 armchair 

10	 bedroom

11	 toothpaste

12	 mother-in-law

4 	  2.03  Listen, check and repeat, then circle 
the correct answer below.
Stress position in compound nouns changes 
depending on whether the word is written as 
one word, two words or hyphenated. True / False

5 	 Write your own sentences using compound 
nouns. Practise saying your sentences 
using the correct stress. Record yourself if 
you can.

I want to paint my bedroom green.

•	 Compound nouns are usually made of two 
nouns, together or separately. Both words in 
compound nouns are stressed.

•	 However, it’s important to place the stronger or 
‘primary’ stress on the correct word or syllable. 

•	 Compound nouns usually have their primary 
stress on all or part of the first word.

Optimise your pronunciation

1 	  2.01  Listen to these compound nouns 
and underline where the primary stress 
falls. Circle the two compound nouns where 
the stress sounds the same in both words.

1 living room

2 washing machine

3 swimming pool

4 website

5 check-up

6 mobile phone

7 whiteboard

8 full moon
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