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Open Mind

Unit 2 Watch this space …

Before you watch
1  Work in pairs and discuss the meanings of the words.
1	 planet  
2	 solar system  
3	 galaxy  
4	 comet  
5	 universe  

6	 observatory  
7	 black hole  
8	 extraterrestrial  
9	 star  
	10	 astronomer  

2  Work in groups and discuss the questions.
1	 What do you know already about our efforts to find life in outer space?
2	 Do you believe that we will one day discover that there is life on other planets? 

Why or why not?

While you watch
3 Watch the video and tick the items from Exercise 1 that are 
mentioned.

4 What is the best summary of the video? Choose the correct option, 
a, b or c.
The video is about …
a)	 how close we are to proving the existence of extraterrestrial life.
b)	 findings from a new project disproving the existence of extraterrestrial life.
c)	 a project which is helping scientists to continue their research into extraterrestrial life.

5 There is one mistake in each sentence. Rewrite the sentences 
correctly.
1	 There are around 500 million solar systems in the Milky Way and our planet is part 

of one of them.
  

2	 Astronomers detected a signal from outer space in Puerto Rico in 1977.
  

3	 The Arecibo Observatory in Puerto Rico has the oldest radio telescope in the world.
  

4	 The SETI@home project began in 1989.
  

5	 Over 50 billion people have joined the SETI@home project.
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After you watch
6 Complete the table with the correct form of the words.

Noun Verb
 analyse
 assume

attachment  

combination  

consolation  

detection  

 donate
 fascinate

7 Write words from the box in Exercise 6 next to the correct definitions.
1	 fasten or join one thing to another:  

2	 try to make someone feel better if they are feeling unhappy or disappointed:  

3	 money or goods that you give to an organisation especially one that helps people:  

4	 something you consider likely to be true even though no one has told you directly:  

5	 mix things together:  

6	 prove that something is present using scientific methods:  

7	 the process of studying or examining something in detail:  

8	 the state of being very interested in something:  

8  Work in pairs. Read and follow the instructions.
Imagine SETI@home have asked you to recruit new volunteers for the project. Present a short webinar:
a)	 giving some details about the project.
b)	 explaining why it would be a good idea to join.
You may want to use some of these phrases from the video:

Help scientists to achieve the impossible dream of reading the universe. 
You will forever be associated with the first contact with aliens. 
They could be out there and it could be you who finds them.

Over to you
9  Work in groups and discuss the questions.
1	 Has this video changed your opinion about whether you believe that there is a possibility of 

life on other planets?
2	 Do you think that we should invest in projects to try to find life in outer space rather than other 

planet-based projects?
3	 What could be the advantages of finding life in outer space? Could there be any disadvantages?
4	 Do you think that your country takes an active part in trying to find life in outer space?
5	 Would you consider joining the SETI@home project? Why or why not?
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